
 

2019-20 Summer Reading Packet  
AP English Language and Composition 

Mr. Egan 

Welcome to the Advanced Placement English program at Alexander Hamilton High School!  I look 

forward to a productive, challenging, and intellectually stimulating year together. During the summer, 

you will need to read one AP Level book upon which your summer reading assignment will be based. 

Your selection must come from the AP book list included in this packet.  Your selection will begin to 

prepare you for the national test in AP English Language and Composition that you will do battle with in 

May of 2020 and the AP Literature and Composition exam you will meet the following year. 

 

Independent Book Choice and Essay 

Assignment: Choose one, full-length, AP Level  work from the list I have attached to this Google 

Classroom post.  While reading your book, work on the AP Lit “Open Response” Notes attached in 

Google Classroom.  Once you have finished the book , choose one essay prompt from the selection 

below.  To be crystal clear, you are responsible for submitting completed AP Lit “Open Response” book 

notes and ONE ESSAY (based upon one of the three prompts below).   ou will submit the notes and the 

essay for a Summer Reading assignment grade.  

 Essay Outline: 

• Your response should reflect your thoughts, observations, and analysis of the book you chose.  For this 

project, research is discouraged. DO NOT GO “PEEK” ONLINE FOR “HELP”!!!  Your response should be 

original. 

• Do not summarize; critically analyze the book.  

• Use specific, supporting examples from the text to support your argument. 

• 1-2 pages.  Times New Roman font.  Double spaced.  Use MLA format for in-text citations.  

Statement One: 

An effective literary work does not merely stop or cease; it concludes.  In the view of some critics, a 

work that does not provide the pleasure of significant closure has terminated with an artistic fault.  A 

satisfactory ending is not, however, always conclusive in every sense; significant closure may require the 

reader to abide with or adjust to ambiguity and uncertainty.  In an essay, discuss the ending of a novel or 

play of acknowledged literary merit.  Explain precisely how and why the ending appropriately or 

inappropriately concludes the work.  Do not merely summarize the plot.  



 

Statement Two: 

One of the strongest human drives seems to be a desire for power.  Write an essay in which you discuss 

how a character in a novel or a drama struggles to free himself or herself from the power of others or 

seeks to gain power over others.  Be sure to demonstrate in your essay how the author uses this power 

struggle to enhance the meaning of the work. 

Statement Three: 

In retrospect, the reader often discovers that the first chapter of a novel or the opening scene of a 

drama introduces some of the major themes of the work.  Write an essay about the opening scene of a 

drama or the first chapter of a novel in which you explain how it functions in this way. 

Due Dates: All work is expected to be completed on Google Docs and submitted to Google Classroom. 

All work is due via Google Classroom on Sunday, August 18th by 11:59pm.  Late work will lose 10 

points for each day that it is late.  

All written work is to be original. Do not work on this assignment together. Please be forewarned that 

phrases, sentences, and/or ideas copied from analytical sources (either paper or online) will result in 

no credit for the assignment. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in this course. Contact me via 

e-mail (kegan@elmsd.org) should you have any questions regarding the summer reading assignment. 

Please be patient if I do not respond right away. I will not be able to check my e-mail everyday over 

the summer months.  

Have a great summer!  Balance is the answer!  See you in the fall.  Peace. 

 

 


